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The  “SPADE”  is the newsletter of the Gardeners of Greater Cleveland founded on January 1, 1932 as the  
Men’s Garden Club of Cleveland. It’s editor is Vince Staffileno who may be reached at vrs1023@gmail.com  

or 440-479-7897. Visit our web site at http://www.gardenersofgreatercleveland.org.        

Our club is celebrating it’s 85th Anniversary this year – 1932 to 2017 
 

June 12th Meeting 
Our June meeting is our annual Scholarship Awards 

evening. We will be honoring three students with $1000 
Steinmetz/Busta scholarships. The students are Sophie 
Relitz of Lakewood High School, Trent Weber of Chardon 
High School and Alan Hardesty of Chardon High School. 
Guests for the evening will include parents and teachers of the 
students. Please take the opportunity to welcome them and offer 
your congratulations on receiving the scholarship awards. 
 
There will be presentations by teachers from the schools 
discussing their programs, projects and facilities. 
 

Please call your team captain with your “Dinner 
Reservation” by Thursday June 8, 2017 

 

There will be a Board Meeting starting at 5:00 
PM on 6/12/2017 in the Penthouse. PLEASE BE 
PROMPT. 

Upcoming Events 

 
 
 

July 19 – July 21 – TGOA Annual Convention at the Cleveland 
Marriott Inn. 
Cleveland Historical Society – Currently celebrating its 150th 
year anniversary.  
August 21 - 85TH GOGC Anniversary Party  
 

 

Presidents Letter 

 

Last week Sandra and I spent four days with nearly 

three hundred and fifty iris enthusiasts at the American 
Iris Society national convention in Des Moines, 
Iowa.  The convention is a bunch of board meetings and 
programs of the nearly dozen semi-independent iris 
societies under the American Iris Society, judges’ 
training, fund raising and most of all, garden tours along 
with the usual receptions, banquets and award 
presentations.  
 
We heard presentations ranging from “What is A Novelty 
Iris and Where Does it Fit?” in the Novelty Iris Society 
Program to “New Here, Old There (a look at Historic Iris 
ensata) in the Society for Japanese Iris Program to “The 
Willott Iris Garden: From Rescue to Renown” in the 
Historic Iris Preservation Society Program.  The latter 
was an expansion of the program I presented at the 
Gardeners of Greater Cleveland meeting in May.  There 
was also an Educational Symposium for all in attendance 
of three lectures ranging from “The Juno Iris Species” 
(chromosome count after chromosome count and 
taxonomists’ minutia that are really big deals for 
taxonomists) and “Artistic Iris Arrangements” and a 
hybridizer’s biography, “Agnes Whiting and the Journey 
to Blue Rhythm.” 
 
The four garden tours were, as usual, spectacular.  The 
“guest irises” in the gardens are planted three years in 
advance and there are hundreds of the newest iris cultivars 
on display among the “guests.”.  The gardens are also 
often rather spectacular to begin with.  One of the gardens 
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on the tour had a large (a couple hundred clumps, reds, 
pinks, whites, yellows!) peony collection which was in 
full bloom right along with the irises.  What a show! 
 
While our National Convention may not be three hundred 
and fifty people it looks to be equally exciting and 
spectacular.   
 
Conventions are a lot of work, to plan and to 
execute.  There will be much to do by our club because 
we are the host along with the Akron and Youngstown 
clubs.  There are tasks appropriate for everyone.  If there 
are slots open the “arm twisting” will commence!  There 
are always a few of us who wait to see what is left to make 
sure that the slot is filled and the job done.  That is great 
in that it gets the jobs done.  But it is not so great because 
it makes it hard to plan if you do not know if the job will 
be done until the last minute.  So please sign up!!!   
 
Writing about a lot of work, a special thank you to all who 
participated in the plant sale.  The last I heard the plant 
sale netted $2,430 for the scholarship fund while the 
Willott Iris Garden iris sale across the lawn netted $1,277 
toward the up keep of that garden.  Altogether a pretty 
successful three days, it seems to me. 
 
Bob 

May Board Meeting 
The following are the minutes of the May Board 

Meeting:  

MAY 8TH BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

TREASURER’S REPORT – All tax filings have been 
completed. Fund raising will be discussed under plant sales. 
Treasures report accepted as presented. 

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS – Many thanks for all the 
sympathy cards. A letter of thanks was received from Holden 
Forest and Gardens for the payment f affiliate dues. Diane 
Blaze, Executive director of All-American Selections will 
present a program on seeds and AAS at the Rockefeller Park 
Greenhouse on May 9th. Admission is free as is parking. 

MEMBERSHIP – Lou Pelton reported that we have 2 new 
members. 

 PROGRAMS – Our June program will be the awarding of 
scholarships. The September program will be our annual plant 
show. The November program will be a presentation about the 
stately homes and gardens found in Bratenahl. 

 SCHOLARSHIPS - Fred Robinson report the consensus of 
the Scholarship Committee was to award a $1000 scholarship 
to three students. They are Sophie Relitz of Lakewood High 
who will attend Ohio U. and major in Environmental and Plant 
Biology; Trent Weber of Chardon High who will attend OSU/ 
ATI and major in Turf Grass Management and Alan Hardesty 
of Chardon High School who will attend OSU/ ATI and major 
in Turf Grass Management. Free dinners will be offered to the 
students, their teachers, and parents. Free dinners will also be 
offered to past scholarship winners, their parents and teachers. 
Mike Busta, Art Steinmetz and Ida Pinkava will be invited to 
attend the meeting. Lou Pelton will seek volunteers to bring 
them to the meeting. 

FUND RAISING – May Plant Sale Co-Chairs Julie Henry, 
Dave Dawson plus Julie Giroux, Ron Hartmiller, Larry Kell and 
Jonny Prell visted three nurseries to select plants for the sale. 
Members are asked to bring their plants in gallon containers 
with clear identification of what they are. 

Pat Boggins will chair the September Bulb Sale.  

Ron Hartmiller, John Budnik, Tom Davis, Dave Dawson, Julie 
Henry and Jonny Prell met on April 10th to discuss other fund 
raising activities. These included raising dues, 50/50 raffles, 
and Chinese and Silent auctions. 

WELLNESS – Jane Davis reported that Chris Shaw is on 
medical leave from Trader Joes.  

SERVICE PROJECTS – Residents of Malachi House were 
excited to see that trees were pruned. A park bench has been 
donated for the project. Bob Rensel will send out an e-mail to 
members about annuals planting at the VA Hospital. 

2017 NATIONAL CONVENTION - Tom Davis encouraged 
members to make their reservations. Volunteer help is need for 
the registration desk, hosts and at least one tech person. The 
club has made two award applications. Consider staying on half 
nights at the hotel. 

WILLOTT IRIS GARDEN – Bob Pindell requested support 
for the Garden both by volunteer help and money. Larry Kell 
proposed a $500 donation be made to support the garden. 
Motions passed. Also engraved pavers are available for 
purchase via forms available at the Greenhouse or by request 
through Vince Staffileno. 

NEW BUSINESS – Those who attended the open house at the 
Kosiorek’ s which celebrated Andy’s 80th birthday and the 
Kosiorek’ s  55th wedding anniversary donated $270 for the 
Scholarship Fund.  
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Club History Notes 
 

Accomplishments are usually not effected by 

unpremeditated, spontaneous accident but through 
preserving application to an idea. Four men who had an 
intense interest in horticulture: Earl Newton, George 
Buehler, R. D. Clark and Warren Strong frequently met 
for lunch in downtown Cleveland and discussed 
gardening.  

 

They began this activity in the late 1920’s. Then when 
they heard of the formation of Men’s Garden Club of 
America this quartet organized the Business Men’s 
Garden Club of Cleveland and applied for membership.  

 

This was granted on November 2, 1932. Earl Newton 
acted as chairman and the following men were elected to 
serve as the initial officers of the club; E. V. Newton, 
President, R. D. Clark vice-president; and G. F. Buehler, 
secretary-treasurer.  

 

This group became one of the first to organize under the 
Men’s Garden Club of America. Thus began our 85 years 
of service to our members and to Greater Cleveland 

 
 

 

Dinner Menu 

 

                     The Dinner Menu: 
 

House Garden Salad, 
 Oven Roasted Salmon, Roasted Squash,   

Hand Made Cavatelli w/ Basil Pesto 
 

Vegetarian Option 
 

Zucchini Fritter, Lemon Aioli, Spring Pea Rissoto 

If you wish a Vegetarian dinner please advise your 
team captain to order it. 

 

Coffee and Cookies will be served in the Penthouse 

 

Dinner Responsibilities 
Lou Pelton is responsible for giving Bratenahl 1 our 

reservations for dinner. This he does by Saturday morning 
to give their Chef adequate time to order food. Please call 
your team captain and let him know if you are coming to 
dinner by the Thursday prior to the meeting. 

Below is the list of Team Captains and their phone 
numbers and e-mail addresses. 

TEAM CAPTAINS - TELEPHONE & E-MAIL  
TEAM 1 LOU PELTON                     440-666-6695 
          LOUPELTON305@GMAIL.COM 
TEAM 2 LOU DRASLER              216-481-6854 
 LOUIS.DRASLER@GMAIL.COM                           
TEAM 3 Z. HAROLD DAVIS JR.   216-283-7111 
TEAM 4 FRED BURKHALTER                440-526-2888 
 K1200RSL@AOL.COM 
TEAM 5 KEITH BEIHL                440-237-5824 
TEAM 6 RON HARTMILLER       216-671-1408 
 R_HARTMILLER@YAHOO.COM      
TEAM 7 JANE DAVIS   440-498-0472 
 TSD123@ROADRUNNER.COM8                                                  
TEAM 8 CATHERINE ROSS                   216-970-2854   
                ESTROGEN05@YAHOO.COM 
TEAM 9 DEBORAH KRAMARZ  216-731-6324 
 DEBORAHKRAMARZ@AOL.COM 
 
 

May Plant Sale 
 

The Gardeners of Greater Cleveland held its annual plant 
sale at the Rockefeller Greenhouse on May 18-20, 2017. 
This year’s plant sale has raised, to date, $2,406 for the 
club’s scholarship program for graduating high school 
seniors to pursue their education in fields of horticulture 
and the environment. Approximately 1500 plants were 
offered for sale including about 450 donated by club 
members. The unsold plants will be offered for sale 
during the social hour at the monthly meeting on June 12. 

Co-chairs Julie Henry and Dave Dawson thank all 
members who worked on the sale for its success, 
especially Charlie Evers, Two-Buck Chuck Evans, Deah 
Stark, Joyce Nesbit, Hank Doll, Tom Davis, Diane and 
Dave Circle, Harold Davis, Lou Pelton, Dave 
Rittenhouse, Fred Robinson, Jonny Prell, Hiedi Winston, 
Joyce Nesbit, Deb Kramarz, Julie and Tom Segelin, Larry 
Kell and John Budnik. Our apologies to anyone whose 
name has been omitted. 

 

 

 

 
 



4 
 

Annual Convention of 
TGOA/MGC 

 

The Gardeners of America/Men’s Garden Clubs 
of America 

Annual Convention 

July 19 – 21, 2017 

Cleveland Airport Marriott Hotel 

The Gardeners of Greater Cleveland is a member club 

of the national organization “The Gardeners of 
America/Men’s Garden Clubs of America.”  Membership 
in the national club provides our club with a beneficial 
relationship with similar clubs nationwide, access to 
gardening information, access to the American 
Horticulture Society and certification of horticulture show 
judges.  The national organization holds an annual 
convention to elect officers, approve necessary business, 
tour gardens and present educational seminars on 
gardening. 

For the first time since 1936, the convention will be held 
this year in Cleveland, OH.  The Gardeners of Greater 
Akron, The Gardeners of Greater Cleveland and the 
Men’s Garden Club of Youngstown will be the 
sponsoring clubs for this event.  The location will be the 
Cleveland Airport Marriott located on W. 150th St. near I-
71.  The hotel is excellent and our special rate ($94/night 
or $35 better than best corporate rate) includes free Wi-Fi 
and free parking.   

There will never be a better opportunity to participate in 
a national convention!  We urge you to consider a 
“Staycation” right here in Cleveland this summer.  Our 
own Larry Kell is organizing a tour of outstanding 
gardening locations in and around Cleveland.  We have 
organized some outstanding seminars by local garden 
leaders including Mark Occhionero from our club.  There 
will be a Horticulture Show at the convention.  Make 
plans to submit an entry from your garden. 
 
Please consider attending the convention!  This is a 
golden opportunity to see the National Club in action, to 
meet gardeners from all over the USA, to get ideas for 
your garden and for our club, and experience one of the 
top hotels in Cleveland at an attractive price. 

Please see the attached registrations forms for the 
convention and the hotel.  You can direct questions to 
Larry Kell or Tom Davis.   

We hope to see many of our members there! 

Garden Tips - Roses 

 
 

The following presentation was made to the Mansfield 
Men’s Garden Club by Don Miller who has been in 
charge of the Kingwood Rose Garden many years. He is 
considered an expert on growing roses. 

There are over 150 species of roses and thousands of 
hybrids. The rose has been around for millions of years 
according to fossil evidence. Garden cultivation of roses 
began 5000 years ago probably in China. The original 
rose has five pedals, after that I varies by class. 

Some roses Dom mentioned included the following:  

Bonica Rose is one of the world’s favorite roses. It is a 
floribunda and was introduced into the rose world in 1981 
from France. It is a delicate and bloomy rose. 

Bourban Rose grows vigorously and excels in modeate 
climates. It produces blooms from early spring until 
autumn, clusters of translucent blooms and colors of seep 
red, perfect pink, light blush and pure white, a climber. 

Old Garden Roses are the predecessors of today’s roses. 
Some date back to the Roman Empire. They have 
wonderful fragrance and are easy to grow. 

Multiflora Rose was introduced to the US in 1866. It can 
be used as a fence to confine livestock. It produces 
flowers, fruits and seeds known as rose hips. 

Damask Rose has wonderful fragrance, and blooms 2 to 
3 times a year. 

Tea Roses were created by cross breeding of two types of 
roses and was introduced into the US from China. Hybrid 
tea roses are hard to grow. 

Knockout Roses are a modern rose that requires very 
little care and was introduced in 2000. It is the best-selling 
landscape rose in the country. It has everything – showy 
continuous blooms, strong constitution and does not 
require spraying. 

Care of Roses: Roses prefer well drained soil, and need 
at least 6 hours of sunlight. Knockouts do not need to be 
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deadheaded. Prune in the spring, water regularly at the 
rate of 2 inches a week, feed consistently, monthly, with 
a balanced garden fertilizer – 12,12,12 and mulch in the 
fall. 

Rose Diseases to Watch for: Black spot, powdery 
mildew, crown gall and rose rosette. 

Pests: Japanese beetles, aphids and spider mites.  
From the MGC Newsletter “Greenhorn”. 

 

Garden Humor 
 

The Tomato Garden   
 

When you’re in prison, your freedom is lost. You can’t do 
much to help your family. But sometimes, there are little 
things you can do to make their life better on the outside. 
  
The Tomato Garden 
 

An old Italian man lived alone in the country. He wanted to 
dig his tomato garden, but it was very hard work as the ground 
was hard. His only son, Vincenzo, who used to help him, was 
in prison. The old man wrote a letter to his son and described 
his predicament. 
  
Dear Vincenzo, 
  
I am feeling pretty bad because it looks like I won’t be able to 
plant my tomato garden this year. I am getting too old to be 
digging up a garden plot. If you were here, my troubles would 
be over. I know you would dig the garden for me. 
  
Love, Papa 
  
A few days later he received a letter from his son. 
  
Dear Papa, 
  
I’d do anything for you Papa, except dig up that garden. That’s 
where I buried the bodies. 
  
Love, Vinnie 
  
At 4 am the next morning, FBI and local police arrived and 
dug up the entire area without finding any bodies. They 
apologized to the old man and left. The same day the old man 
received another letter from his son. 
  
Dear Papa, 
  
Go ahead and plant the tomatoes now. That’s the best I could 
do under the circumstances. 
  
Love, Vinnie 

 

Personal Tips 
For those of you who stop by the bar during our dinners please 
read this about ways to use vodka besides drinking it: Your 
Editor has tried none of them so use common sense before 
trying. However since none of them are ingested what have 
you got to lose? 

1. To remove a bandage painlessly, saturate the 
bandage with vodka.  The stuff dissolves adhesive.   

2. To clean the caulking around bathtubs and 
showers, fill a trigger-spray bottle with vodka, spray 
the caulking, let set five minutes and wash clean. The 
alcohol in the vodka kills mold and mildew.   

3. To clean your eyeglasses, simply wipe the lenses 
with a soft, clean cloth dampened with vodka.   
The alcohol in the vodka cleans the glass and kills 
germs.   

4. Prolong the life of razors by filling a cup with 
vodka and letting your safety razor blade   
soak in the alcohol after shaving. The vodka disinfects 
the blade and prevents rusting.    

5. Spray vodka on wine stains, scrub with a brush, and 
then blot dry.     

6. Using a cotton ball, apply vodka to your face  
as an astringent to cleanse the skin and tighten pores.  

7. Add a jigger of vodka to a 12-unce bottle of 
shampoo. The alcohol cleanses the scalp, removes 
toxins from hair, and stimulates the growth of healthy 
hair.     

8. Fill a sixteen-ounce trigger-spray bottle with vodka 
and spray bees or wasps to kill them.   

9. Pour one-half cup vodka and one-half cup water 
into a Ziploc freezer bag and freeze for a slushy, 
refreshing ice pack for aches, pain or black eyes.    

For those of you who don’t believe any of the above 
you can simply go on drinking the stuff! 
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GOGC 85th Anniversary 
Celebration 

 
The 85th Anniversary celebration of the founding of the 
Gardeners of Greater Cleveland will be held on Monday, 
August 21, 2017, at the historic Dunham Museum Tavern 
Barn and Gardens located at 6709 Euclid Avenue in 
Cleveland, Ohio, from 6-9 p.m. 
 
The evening will include an open bar featuring wine and 
beer and soft drinks and passed appetizers and an 
opportunity to enjoy the gardens from 6-7, followed by a 
delicious, seasonal summer buffet dinner and dessert at 
7.   Following dessert, our program will feature the 
history of the past 85 years and the businessmen who 
founded the Club in 1932.  We will recognize past and 
current members whose leadership, commitment, and 
dedication to education and community service have led 
to this milestone birthday! 
 
Tickets will be $35.00 per person with paid advance 
reservations.  In July, a separate invitation will be sent to 
the membership and invited guests with specific 
information regarding program, dinner menu, and on-site 
parking and driving directions. 
 
Please mark your calendars for this summer anniversary 
celebration on Monday, August 21 and watch for the 
invitation in your inbox or mailbox. 

 

Container Gardening 
 

The following is an article written by Dick Poffenbaugh 
of the Mansfield en’s Garden Club. Dick is Editor 
emeritus of their newsletter and an outstand gardener.  

 

After Gardening for 50 years or more, here are some of 
my experiences worthy of sharing. I learned a lot while at 
the Mansfield Senior High School with my horticultural 
class. My students grew a lot of plants for plants sales and 
those great years taught me a lot. 

 

POTS AND SOIL MIX – This is very important for
success. My summer pots are usually 12” in diameter or
larger. Today most growers use a soilless mixture and so
do I. It is disease free and has ideal content for vigorous
growth. While teaching I used ProMix and got it in large
bails. Now I use Fafard Brand in 64 wt. bags. (This mix

can be found at the following Cleveland area locations: 
Wyatt Greenhouse – Mentor; Gales Garden Centers:
Puritas Nursery; American Green Corporation and 
Bremecs in Chesterland. For other locations go to the web 
under Fafard.) Fafard mix contains peat moss, pine bark, 
vermiculite, perlite and is pH adjusted. It’s ready to use. To 
use just add some water to the dry mix. 

 

Fresh soil is used each year. The old mix from emptied pots 
in the fall is used to improve poor soil areas of the garden and 
some is mixed with a new compost pile. Never discard it. 

 

POT SIZE – The larger the pot the less watering, the more 
frequent the feeding, the larger the plant will become, the 
heavier the pot and more difficult to move. A retired
Cincinnati rose grower/breeder grows all his roses in 
containers. As the seedling grow he moves them to larger pots 
beginning with 1 gal., 3 gal., 7 gal., and finally the keepers in 
10 gal. pots.  

 

For tomatoes, peppers and eggplant use a large pot, especially 
for a tomato plant. Use at least a 5 gal. pot. Use a compact and 
determinate plant such as Celebrity. Indeterminate plants such 
as Early Girl are difficult to control. Potted plants tend to have 
little or no disease. As for peppers a 12 or 14 inch pot will 
produce a good crop from one plant per pot. 

 

SPECIAL PROJECT – Last year I purchased a Mister
Lincoln rose (dark red) at Lowe’s and it was of high quality. 
It was planted in a 5 gal. container and produced outstanding 
roses all summer. It was a joy to watch it grow and flower. It 
was transplanted into the garden in October and survived the 
winter. 

 

Thank You 
 

I want to offer my sincere thanks for the many cards 
and calls that I received as I recovered from my recent 
surgery.  

Your thoughts and good wishes for a speedy recovery 
made my days much brighter. As those of you that 
have gone through such times the good wishes of 
friends and family make a big difference in your 
recovery. 

Again my sincere thanks. 

 

Vince Staffileno 
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  Gardeners of Greater 
Cleveland  

 
The Gardeners of Greater Cleveland (GOGC) is an 
organization of men and women who have joined 
together to learn about gardening as well as to share 
their experiences and enjoyment of gardening with 
others and with their community. Their meetings are: 

WHEN:   Second Monday of each month                                      
           September through June        

WHERE:     1 Bratenahl Place, Bratenahl, OH 
TIMES:            Social Hour  6:00 PM 
  Dinner   6:45 PM 
  Meeting  7:45 PM 
                           

GOGC Executive Board 
CLUB OFFICERS                                                                                                 
PRESIDENT     BOB PINDELL 
1ST VICE PRESIDENT   DAVE DAWSON 
2ND VICE PRESIDENT       0PEN 
SECRETARY   JODITH JANES                                 
TREASURER   JOHN BUDNIK 
ASS’T TREASURER   ANDY KOSIOREK 
                                                                                          
DIRECTORS    
DEB KRAMARZ (17)  JANE DAVIS (18)             
JOYCE NESBIT (18)                                    RON HARTMILLER (18) 
JULIE HENRY (19)                   JONNY PRELL (19)  
VINCE STAFFILENO (19)  KATHY KOSIOREK 
 

GOGC Committees & Chairs 
STANDING COMMITTEES (PER BY-LAWS) 
 

FUND RAISING  OPEN 
FINANCE   ROBERT PINDELL 
MEMBERSHIP   LOU PELTON 
PROGRAM  KATHY KOSIOREK  
PUBLICITY  CATHY ROSS 
 

OTHER COMMITTEES 
 

AWARDS:   FRED ROBINSON 
CLEVELAND BOTANICAL: JANE DAVIS 
HISTORIAN:  OPEN 
GARDEN SHOWS:  BOB PINDELL 
NEWSLETTER:                VINCE STAFFILENO 
PLANT SALES:  
  MAY                            DAVE DAWSON & JULIE HENREY 

SEPTEMBER BLUBS PAT BOGGINS 
SCHOLARSHIP  FRED ROBINSON 
TELEPHONE  LOU PELTON 

Musings 

 

The White Trillium  
 

Trillium graceful, Trillium white, 
Star of the woodland, Lady of light 
Lo, how she prou!ily  
Stands in the glade,  
Tri-sceptred sovereign, 
Queen of the shade.  
Stately she rises,  
Slender-stemmed, tall,  
Gracious response to Spring's early call,  
Lifting three leaf-arms  
High from the sod,  
Gazing with pure face lip at her god. 
 

MILENA MATCSKA 

Weeder's Thoughts 

I have raked the soil and planted the seeds  
Now I've joined the army that fights the weeds. 
For me no flashing saber and sword,  
To battle the swiftly marching horde;  
With a valiant heart I fight the foe,  
My only weapon a trusty hoe. 
No martial music to swing me along,  
I march to the robin redbreast song.  
No stirring anthem of bugle and drum  
But the cricket's chirp and the honey bee's hum. 
No anti-aircraft or siren yell 
But there's Trumpet-creeper and Lily-bell.  
With a loving heart and a sturdy hand,  
I defend the borders of flower-land; 
While high over Larkspur and Leopardsbane, 
A butterfly pilots his tiny plane;  
But I shall not fear his skillful hand,  
My enemy charges only by land. 
Would those who lead nations in war and hate 
But lay down their guns at some garden gate, 
There, bury- their bombs and their bloody deeds, 
And join the grand army that's fighting the 
weeds. 

ALMA B. EYMANN  
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The Gardeners of Greater 
Cleveland  

Horticulture Show 
September Meeting  

 

A reminder that the Gardeners of Greater 
Cleveland will have our annual Horticulture Show at 
the September meeting – September 11, 2017.  
The show schedule (list of rules and entry classes) 
will be sent as a special Spade addition within the 
next two weeks.  This is a great time to start 
planning for your participation.  Plan to enter 
something from the garden this year, or start 
grooming a house plant for the show.  Mark 
Occhionero will be the Show Chairman this year, 
and he plans for an even better show than we had 
in 2016! 

 

National Convention  
July 19 – 21, 2017 

 

Our club with the Gardeners of Greater Akron and 
the Men’s Garden Club of Youngstown will be 
hosting the National Convention for the Gardeners 
of America/Men’s Garden Clubs of America 
(TGOA/MGCA) July 19 – 21, 2017.  It will be held 
at the Cleveland Airport Marriott on West 150th St., 
just south of I-71.  The registration form and the 
detailed schedule is attached at the end of The 
Spade.  Note that there are Day Rates, but you’d 
really gain a lot (and get a bargain) by attending the 
whole convention.   

The organizing committee could really use 
volunteers to help the convention run smoothly.  
We’ll be hosting about 100 members from clubs as 
far away as Texas and Arizona.  The better the 
convention runs, the better the impression they will 
have of Cleveland and our club.  Here is how you 
can help: 

1. We need one or more “technical” folks to 
help with the A/V so presentations run 
smoothly.  There will be help from the hotel, 
so you wouldn’t be on your own. 

2. We will need people to cover the 
registration tables all three days. 

3. We would like to have “locals” available to 
direct out-of-town guests to places to eat, 
the closest drugstore and ATM, etc.  This 
can make a huge positive impression.  The 
hotel will have maps and lists of restaurants 
available. 

4. For the first time ever, there will be a judged 
horticulture show at the convention!  Our 
own Mark Occhionero is one of the 
organizers and Jim Bell from Akron is the 
show chair.  The details are in an 
attachment.  You’ll notice it is very similar to 
the schedule our club uses for our 
horticulture shows. 

5. Sign up to attend.  Make your reservations 
to stay at least one night at the hotel (best 
bargain rates!).  Plan to meet, greet, learn 
and enjoy the convention! 

 

Annual Election of Officers 
The Gardeners of 

America/Men’s Garden Clubs 
of America 

 

Our club is a member of the National Organization 
“The Gardeners of America/Men’s Garden Clubs of 
America (TGOA/MGCA).  Every year members are 
encouraged to vote for the officers for the next year 
(vote now for the officers for 2018).  Those elected 
will be installed at the national convention on July 
21, 2017 here in Cleveland. 

You will find a ballot and voting instructions 
attached to this issue of the Spade.  I suggest you 
print out or cut out the ballot, mark your choices 
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and bring it to the April or May meeting.  I will 
collect the ballots and mail them as a group to the 
committee (I am a committee member).  You can 
mail your ballot individually if you prefer – the 
address is at the bottom of the ballot. 

 

Thank you, 

Tom Davis, National Director, TGOA/MGCA 

 
 
 
 

 

   

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

“THE SPADE”        

GARDENER S OF GREATER CLEVELAND 

Vince Staffileno - Editor 

9960 Rosewood Dr. 

Chardon, OH 44024 

 

 

No one can shed light on vices he does not have or 
afflictions he never experienced. 

    Antonio Machado 

 

Never miss an opportunity to make others happy, 
even if you have to leave them alone in order to do it.  
    Anonymous 

 

In general the art of government consists of taking as 
much money as possible from one class of citizens to 
give to the other. 

    Voltaire 

 

The chains of habit are too weak to be felt until they 
are too strong to be broken. 

    Samuel Johnson 

 

See everything; overlook a great deal; correct a little.   
    Pope John XXIII 
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