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The  “SPADE”  is the newsletter of the Gardeners of Greater Cleveland founded on January 1, 1932 as the 

Men’s Garden Club of Cleveland. It’s editor is Vince Staffileno who may be reached at vrs1023@gmail.com 
or 440-479-7897. Visit our web site at http://www.gardenersofgreatercleveland.org.        

Our club is celebrating it’s 85th Anniversary this year – 1932 to 2017 
 
 

October 9th Meeting 
 

 
GOLDFINCH-YELLOW FEATHERS, BROWN WINGS 

Our October 9th meeting will have as our speaker 

our member Tom Davis. His presentation will be on 
attracting birds to your backyard titled, “Gardening 
for the Birds”. Tom has been a birder for most of 
his life and his gardens are designed to attract birds 
to his property. He will discuss what birds need, 
what gardeners can do to attract and help them and 
some common problems with gardens for birds. 
This will be Tom’s first program for the club. Plans 
are for him to speak on the same subject at the 2018 
TGOA/MGC convention in Fort Wayne, IN. 
 

Please call your team captain with your “Dinner 
Reservation” by Thursday October 5th, 2017 
 

There will be a Board Meeting starting at 5:00 

PM on 10/09/2017 in the Penthouse. PLEASE BE 

PROMPT. 

 

 

 

Presidents Letter 

 

On our vacation to visit Sandra’s sister in 

Calgary, Alberta we drove nearly five thousand 
miles through the Upper Midwest and the Prairie 
Provinces of Canada.  As the miles pass by, the land 
and the vegetation change a great deal.   
 
Farming is pretty much gardening large scale with a 
limited number of crops.  Drive as far as we did 
through farming country you will have a chance to 
see a lot of different crops.  For a gardener it can 
make the trip rather entertaining.  Corn and soy 
beans are common but not all the same all over. 
 The corn and soy beans we saw in Manitoba looked 
closer to harvest than what we saw in Illinois and 
the plants had a slightly different look about them. 
 As we got farther north and west there were the 
large fields of sunflowers and fields of different 
small grains, some already harvested.  I suspect that 
most of those fields were some kind of wheat with 
some oats and a bit of rye but some must have been 
barley because barley malt to make beer has to 
come from somewhere!  Then there are those, 
“what is that?” fields.  Is that a field of sugar beets? 
 Is that flax?  “Was that a whole field of cabbage 
that I just saw?”  Then there are those yellow fields 
that look like mustard.  Do they really grow that 
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much mustard up here?  And then you find out that 
the yellow fields that look like mustard are rapeseed 
that shows up in the grocery store as canola oil. 
 Then in Canada, “did I just see a whole field of 
hemp?” 
 
Gardening can certainly make travel more 
interesting and not just because of the great 
botanical gardens around the world.  The plants in 
the farmers’ fields that fly by the car window can 
add much to the trip, too. 
 

Bob 

September Board 
Meeting 

The following are the minutes of the September 

11th Board Meeting:  
 

TREASURER’S REPORT – J. Budnik gave the 
treasurers report. A question was raised about there 
being two different numbers for expenditures in the 
report. John will review and report on this at the next 
board meeting. 

MEMBERSHIP – Lou Pelton reported that we have a 
membership guest for dinner and expect her to join. 

PROGRAMS – Kathy Kosiorek passed out a report for 
the next five meetings. She is looking for more ideas. 

WELLNESS - Vince Staffileno raised a question 
concerning the status of memorial books for John 
Hardacre and John Latham. They were ordered and are 
now in the CBG library. We will in the future consider 
donations to the TGOA/MGCA “Gardening from the 
Heart”. 

FUND RAISING – There is no standing committee for 
this. The following comments were noted: There is 
reason to be concerned about our spending versus our 
income; John Budnik would like a fundraising 
committee organized; the 50/50 raffle will be continued 
and Ron Hartmiller and Julie Andersen will investigate 
an auction. 

GLOW PROJECT – Deb Kramarz will chair the 
project. She requested donations and additional 
committee members. She will advise CBG of our theme, 
“Birds of a Feather”. $200 was approved for the project. 

WELLNESS – It was reported by Lou Pelton that Z. 
Harold Davis is in the hospital having suffered a heart 
attack. A card will be sent. 

SERVICE PROJECTS – Plant propagation support for 
the blind veterans at the VA Hospital will receive help 
from Chuck Evans and Vince Staffileno in October. 

85th ANNIVERARY PARTY – Joyce Nesbit reported 
on the party held at the Dunham Tavern. There were 56 
paid reservations for the event. Paid income was $1960, 
expenses were $3058. The club contributed $500 which 
left a loss of $598. 

2017 NATIONAL CONVENTION – Tom Davis gave 
a final report on the National Convention. Feedback was 
that it may have been the best national convention ever 
held. The distribution of excess funds to our club totaled 
$768.84. There were 30 members of our club who 
attended. Specials thanks goes to Larry Kell for his 
outstanding effort in organizing the tour of Cleveland. 

NOMINATIONS – Larry Kell reported that Julie 
Andersen accepted the nomination for 1st VP. He 
continues the search for the 2nd VP and board members.  

DINNER COST – We are faced with either an increase 
in the cost of dinners or smaller portions at the same 
price. The general feeling of the Board was to go with 
smaller portions. 

New Members 

 
 Welcome the following new members to our club: 

 Jeff Ardo from Brecksville, Ohio   

 MaryAnn R. Thesing from Euclid, Ohio    

Upcoming Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cleveland Historical Society – Currently celebrating 
its 150th year anniversary. They have some 
outstanding exhibits about Cleveland. 
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Regional Meeting – The Great Lakes regional 
meeting will be on October 21st at Kingwood Gardens 
Rockefeller Greenhouse - Mums is the theme of the 
current display. 
Holden – With the changing of leaf color Holden’s 
canopy walk and Tower make for a beautiful 
afternoon tour. 
Hale Farm – The weekends of October 7th and 14th 
will feature the Fall Festival. Call their office for 
details at 330-666-3711. 
 

September Plant Show 
The 2017 was the 6th year for the Horticulture 

Show of the GoGC.  This replaced the former “brag 
and gripe” September meeting.  Tom Davis had 
seen the Horticulture Show at the GOGA a couple 
of times and thought that it would work for the 
GOGC too.  The first show in 2012 had a few 
entries – not even one full eight-foot table – and one 
judge (Jim Bell from the GOGA).  Jim had done a 
great job encouraging us to start a show and giving 
tips. 

There were 70 entries in 2017 – down a little from 
2016 – but the quality remained very high.  We had 
a great judging crew from the Gardeners of Greater 
Akron (Jim Bell, Clark and Cheryl Bordner, and 
Mary Ann and Dave Ferguson-Rich) and three 
judges from Youngstown (John Schinker, Rodney 
Toth and Dan Burns).  Several of the judges paid 
their own dinner and John Schinker asked for an 
application to be an associate member.  Our 
Horticulture Show is getting a reputation for 
excellence in the region.   

Factors for Success in 2017:  

 We had assistance for people making entries. 
 Plants were inspected, groomed and the entry 
cards were checked. 

 The publicity in The Spade, the Club website 
and our Facebook page was excellent. 

 Mark Occhionero was the show chairman and 
organized the show well.  Set-up was handled 
by Mark, Julie Henry, Thom Segelin, and Tom 
and Peter Davis (guest).  Having more people 
involved in the 2017 set-up helped enormously. 

 The schedule for 2017 was expanded and 
improved. 

 Ribbons for “Best of Section” were awarded for 
the first time. 

 Tom, Julie and Mark had completed their 
Horticulture Judging requirements.  Their 
experience helped with all aspects of the Show. 

Jim Bell (GoGA), below, presents Certified 
Horticulture Show Judge Badges to (L to R) Julie 
Henry, Jim Bell, Tom Davis and Mark Occhionero 
at the September 11 meeting.  Jim is in charge of the 
judging program for the Central Great Lakes 
Gardeners.” 

 
 

If the above smiles were judged as part of the Plant 
Show who would receive the Blue Ribbon? 

 

Dinner Menu  

 
The Dinner Menu: 

 

House Garden Salad, 
3 Cheese Lasagna with Garlic Toast and 

Green Beans 
 

Vegetarian Option 
 

Chef’s Choice 
If you wish a Vegetarian dinner please advise your 

team captain to order it. 
Coffee and Cookies will be served in the Penthouse.
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Dinner Responsibilities  
Lou Pelton is responsible for giving Bratenahl 1 our 

reservations for dinner. This he does by Saturday 
morning to give their Chef adequate time to order food. 
Please call your team captain and let him know if you 
are coming to dinner by the Thursday prior to the 
meeting. 

Below is the list of Team Captains and their phone 
numbers and e-mail addresses. 

TEAM CAPTAINS - TELEPHONE & E-MAIL  
TEAM 1 LOU PELTON                    440-666-6695 
          LOUPELTON305@GMAIL.COM 

TEAM 2 LOU DRASLER             216-481-6854 
 LOUIS.DRASLER@GMAIL.COM                         
TEAM 3 Z. HAROLD DAVIS JR.   216-283-7111 

TEAM 4 FRED BURKHALTER             440-526-2888 
 K1200RSL@AOL.COM 

TEAM 5 KEITH BEIHL               440-237-5824 

TEAM 6 RON HARTMILLER       216-671-1408 
 R_HARTMILLER@YAHOO.COM      

TEAM 7 JANE DAVIS    440-498-0472 
 TSD123@ROADRUNNER.COM                            

TEAM 8 CATHERINE ROSS                 216 -970-2854   
                ESTROGEN05@YAHOO.COM 

TEAM 9 DEBORAH KRAMARZ  216-731-6324 
 DEBORAHKRAMARZ@AOL.COM 
 
 

Bulb Sale  
 

We held our first bulb sale in several years at the 

Rockefeller Park Greenhouse on September 21,22 
and 23. It was very successful overall. Despite the 
weather being too good to think about bulbs we did 
well. 
 

Of the 18 different bulbs offered we sold them all. 
This is certainly the sign of a good sale. In addition, 
Bob and Sandy Pindell, Hank Doll and Ron 
Hartmiller were present to sell iris from the Willott 
Iris Garden. They also did well selling 
approximately $500 of iris dug and potted from the 
iris garden. We also had the very generous 
contribution and help of Lou Pelton who donated 

Elephant Ear plants form his collection. We sold 17 
of them for $120.  
 

Our totals sales were $-----. After expenses we 
contributed $120 to the scholarship fund from the 
sale of Elephant Ears, approximately $500 from the 
sale of iris to Friends of Greenhouse for 
maintenance of the Willott Iris Garden, $----- to 
Friends of Greenhouse for use of projects to 
enhance their gardens and $----- from the sale of 
bulbs to our scholarship fund. Some of the dollars 
spent this year were for items, including signage 
and bags that will be used next year helping to make 
that sale more profitable.  
 

As always, the overall sale could not have been a 
success without the outstanding help of our 
members. They included Julie Andersen, Diane and 
Dave Circle, Hank Doll, Joyce Nesbit, Lou Pelton, 
Bob and Sandra Pindell, Deah Stark, and Lou 
Pelton.  
 

Our thanks to each of them. 
 

Pat Boggins and Vince Staffileno 
 

Holden Forests & Gardens 
 

 

Jill Koski has been named the new President and 

CEO of Holden Forests & Gardens, which includes 
the Holden Arboretum in Kirtland, Ohio and the 
Cleveland Botanical Garden in Cleveland's 
University Circle cultural district. Koski replaces 
Clem Hamilton, who was the President and CEO 
for nine years before resigning this past February. 
Koski will join the organization in late November.  
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Bulb Care 

 

Start planning your spring bulb garden now. 

Spring blooming bulbs are planted in the fall to 
provide the chilling time required for spring 
blooms. Note the areas where you want to add 
bulbs for next year. Remember to prepare your soil 
before planting bulbs. Work compost or other rich 
organic material into your soil to a depth of 12".  
  
• Don’t mulch too soon. Mulch fall planted bulbs 

after the soil has cooled to keep ground 
temperatures cool and stable through the winter. 
Mulching too soon can attract mice and other 
pests.  

• Squirrels find tulip and crocus bulbs a tasty 
treat. One deterrent is to lay chicken wire over 
the planting. Also, be sure to clean up 
thoroughly any bulb pieces or leaves because 
they are a scented signpost for squirrels.  

• Arrange in groups or clusters. Don’t plant in a 
single file like soldiers on parade.  

Dig up tender bulbs like elephant's ear, caladium,       
gladiolus, canna and dahlia before the first frost. 
When the foliage has turned yellow or brown on 
your bulbs, dig them up and store them in a cool 
but frost-free area for the winter. Replant bulbs in the 
spring after the danger of frost has passed. 

Gardening Tips 

 

Here are several fall gardening tips from Pat 

Wells of the Mansfield Men’s Garden Club. 

1. If you have plants you want to transplant, now is 
the time to do it. Plants need to have time to get 
established before winter sets in. 

2. Pull up spent tomatoes, squash, beans etc. and 
compost if disease free. If np compost 
separately or if possible burn. 

3. Pot up plants you want to bring inside. This 
includes Rosemary, tropical and other plants 
that will not survive outside and stored inside.  

4. Cease fertilizing 6 weeks before bringing in any 
potted plants as fertilizing brings growth and 
you want the plant to be dormant. 

5. Leave carrots, leeks and parsnips in the garden 
to harvest through the winter. 

6. Remove all weeds and debris. Compost or burn. 

7. Cut back gradually on watering. 

8. Drain and store garden hose. 

9. Gently till your garden, adding a layer of 
compost, leaves, manure and or lime (if needed) 
and till them into the soil. 

10. If you plan a new flower bed for next year cover 
the planned area with mulch or heavy plastic to 
discourage emergent growth. 

11. After the first hard frost dig up tubers such as 
dahlia, canna and elephant ears for storage 
inside. Allow them to dry out for a few days, 
place them in a storage container and locate 
them in a dark, humid and temperature stable 
area which ideally is in the 40 to 50-degree 
range. 

12. Geraniums may be overwintered in their pots. 
Give them very little water. In the spring when 
they start to show buds, repot and prune heavily. 
They do best in plastic or glazed pots with good 
drainage. 

13. Mound mulch around your roses. Use a mulch 
that will not be blown away by winter winds. 

14. As always look for garden catalogs to plan next 
year’s plantings looking especially for the new 
items that are of interest to you. 
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Holden Herb Fair 
 

 

Herb Fair  
Celebrating herb gardening, crafting and 
education.  
WHEN: Saturday, October 14th 10:00 
a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
WHERE: Cleveland Botanical Garden, 
11030 East Blvd, Cleveland, Ohio  
 
 Ten Herb Fair Booths including culinary, 

bakery, wreaths and dried arrangements, 
herbal teas, sweets and savories, cards and 
gifts, garden market, tussie mussies, and a 
new booth "Everything Lavender".  

 Herbal workshops: Make your own herbal 
vinegar, aromatherapy spray, lavender scrub.  

 "Ask the Experts" table will be available 
with all the answers you need for herbal 
gardening, cooking and blending questions!  

 2017 Herb of the Year, "Cilantro" and 
discover how to grow and use this versatile 
herb in cooking and herb blends. They will 
also learn about cilantro's "alter ego" - 
coriander!  

 Free educational program “Conversations 
from the Stillroom” at 12:00 noon by our 
speaker, Beth Schreibman-Gehring.  

 Guided garden tours of our world-renowned 
Herb Garden in the heart of the Cleveland 
Botanical Garden.  

 
Proceeds from the Herb Fair supports 
Western Reserve horticulture scholarships, 
our Herb Garden and educational opportunities 
for our community.  
 
The Herb Fair is open and free to the public 
with regular Cleve-land Botanical Garden 
admission. Credit cards will be accepted.  
 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING 
EVERYONE AT THE FAIR!  
 
For information please contact:  
Kate Williams: 
public_relations@westernreserveherbsociety.org 
(216)382-9544 Beth Gehring: 
speakers@westernreserveherbsociety.org 
(216)496-1479  
 
Western Reserve Herb Society…Teaching our 
community about herbs for over 70 years.  
Our Mission:  The  purposes  of  the Western  Reserve 
Herb  Society  are  to  further  the  knowledge and use 
of herbs, to contribute the result of the experiences 
and  research  of  its  members  to  horticulture  and 
science,  and  to  disseminate  this  information  to  the 
public. 

May 18 Plant Sale 
The Gardeners of Greater Cleveland held their 

annual plant sale at the Rockefeller Greenhouse on 
May 18-20, 2017.  This year’s plant sale raised 
$2,406 for the club’s scholarship program for 
graduating high school seniors to pursue their 
education in horticulture and the environment. 
Approximately 1500 plants were offered for sale 
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including about 450 donated by club members. The 
remaining plants were sold during the social hour at 
the monthly meeting on June 12.  

Co-chairs Julie Henry and Dave Dawson thank all 
members who worked on the sale for its success, 
especially Charlie Evers, Two-Buck Chuck Evans, 
Deah Stark, Joyce Nesbit, Hank Doll, Tom Davis, 
Diane and Dave Circle, Harold Davis, Lou Pelton, 
Dave Rittenhouse, Fred Robinson, Heidi Winston, 
Joyce Nesbit, Deb Kramarz, Julie and Tom Segelin, 
Larry Kell, Jonny Prell and John Budnik. Our 
apologies to anyone we missed. As we look forward 
to next year’s sale (anticipated for May 17-19, 
2018), we are looking for ways to increase revenue 
and reduce costs. We have talked informally to club 
members and others, including folks who attended 
the National Convention in July. Here are some of 
the suggestions we have received: 

 Dig, divide and pot over winter. Club 
members could dig plants such as hostas in 
the fall (Deah Stark has a plentiful batch) to 
sell at plant sale in spring and store them in 
members’ greenhouses (Lou Pelton, John 
Budnik); 

 Ask retail/wholesale nurseries to donate a 
percentage of their sales during a certain 
period to the scholarship fund; 

 Offer niche products such as Pat Boggins’s 
very popular hollowed and planted tree 
limbs. 

Julie and I would like to start planning for the 2018 
Plant Sale in the fall to avoid a frantic rush in the 
spring. To that end, we will start meeting during the 
social hour, 6:15-6:45, at our monthly meeting. 
Please feel free to join us. All ideas are welcome. 

Wellness 
We learned recently that two of our members have 

been hospitalized. 

Z. Harold Davis suffered a heart attack and Ron 
Hartmiller was operated on for a burst appendix. 

Get well cards have been sent on behalf of the 
membership. 

Regional Meeting 
Plan to attend the next Regional Meeting at 

Kingwood Center Gardens in Mansfield, OH on 
October 21, 2017 from 10am until 2pm. There will 
be a brief business meeting followed by lunch and a 
seminar. Our own Larry Kell will be installed as the 
Regional President. 

Fall is a favorite time to visit Kingwood and see 
their outstanding gardens. Their greenhouse will be 
open and there are often plants for sale. The mums 
and the fall trees can be spectacular at this time. 

Kingwood is about one and a half hours from 
Cleveland. The address is 50 N. Trimble Road, 
Mansfield, OH 44906. Their website is: 
www.kingwoodcenter.org. Contact Tom Davis for 
directions or for more information.  

There will be free parking for those coming to the 
meeting. 

 

Gardeners of Greater 
Cleveland 

 
The Gardeners of Greater Cleveland (GOGC) is an 
organization of men and women who have joined together 
to learn about gardening as well as to share their 
experiences and enjoyment of gardening with others and 
with their community. Their meetings are: 

WHEN --   Second Monday of each month                                    
           September through June        

WHERE –     1 Bratenahl Place, Bratenahl, OH 
TIMES -               Social Hour  6:00 PM 
  Dinner   6:45 PM 
  Meeting                7:45 PM 
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GOGC Executive Board 
CLUB OFFICERS                                                                                                 
PRESIDENT     BOB PINDELL 

1ST VICE PRESIDENT   DAVE DAWSON 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT       0PEN 

SECRETARY   JODITH JANES                                 

TREASURER   JOHN BUDNIK 

ASS’T TREASURER   ANDY  KOSIOREK 

                                                                                          

DIRECTORS    

DEB KRAMARZ (17)  JANE DAVIS (18) 

 JOYCE NESBIT (18)   RON HARTMILLER (18 

 JULIE HENRY (19)   JONNY PRELL (19) 

VINCE STAFFILENO (19) 

 

GOGC Committees & Chairs 
STANDING COMMITTEES (PER BY-LAWS) 
 

FUND RAISING   OPEN 
FINANCE   ROBERT PINDELL 
MEMBERSHIP                     LOU PELTON 
PROGRAM   KATHY KOSIOREK  
PUBLICITY   CATHY ROSS 
 

OTHER COMMITTEES 
 

AWARDS    FRED ROBINSON 
CLEVELAND BOTANICAL  JANE DAVIS 
HISTORIAN   OPEN 
GARDEN SHOWS   BOB PINDELL 
NEWSLETTER –                 VINCE STAFFILENO 
    JONNY PRELL 
SALES 
   PLANTS- MAY     D. DAWSON, J. HENRY 
   BULBS – SEPTEMBER  PAT BOGGINS 
SCHOLARSHIP   FRED ROBINSON 
TELEPHONE   LOU PELTON 
WEBSITE & SOCIAL MEDIA    JONNY PRELL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Musings 

 

Garden Magic 
This is the garden's magic,  
That through the sunny hours  
The gardener who tends it, Himself outgrows his flowers.  

He grows by gift of patience,  
Since he who sows must know  
That only in the Lord's good time  
Does any seedling grow. 
 
He learns from buds unfolding,  
From each tight leaf unfurled,  
That his own heart, expanding,  
Is one with all the world. 
 
He bares his head to sunshine,  
His bending back a sign 
Of grace, and ev'ry shower becomes  
His sacramental wine. 
 
And when at last his labors  
Bring forth the very stuff  
And substance of all beauty 
This is reward enough. 

-Marie Nettleton Carroll  

Garden Sanctuary 
You who walk, 
Maybe with troubled thoughts, 
Come, enter here and rest; 
And may the sweet serenity of growing things, 
And the heavenly, peace 
Be mirrored in they soul. 

-Doxis M. Palmer 
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I don’t make jokes, I just watch the government and 
report the facts. 

    Will Rogers  
   

We are like blind men at the corner – we have to 
learn to trust people or we will never cross the street. 

GEORGE FOREMAN 

 

The mind covers more ground than the heart, but 
goes less far. 

    CHINESE PROVERB 

 

If the idea is good it will survive defeat. It may even 
survive victory. 

              STEPHEN VINCENT BENET 

 

The discovery of a new dish does more for the 
happiness of mankind than the discovery of a new 
star. 

    BRILLAT-SAVARIN 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


